I. Hinduism
A. Origin
a. Mix of Aryan Vedas with new ideas of conquered people
b. Hinduism evolves over centuries
B. Unique Religion
a. No one single founder
b. Polytheistic – worship many gods and goddesses but believe in one worldly spirit
C. Hindu Gods
a. Brahma
i. The creator, born of a golden egg
b. Vishnu
i. The preserver
ii. Kind god who visits earth to protect humans from disaster
iii. 10 avatars or carnations on earth.  10th appearance has not yet happened.  When he comes the 10th time it will come in the “end” of times with Vishnu riding a white horse carrying fire.
c. Shiva
i. The destroyer, both kind and cruel
ii. At times destroys the universe but will create it again to purify.
iii. Vishnu and Shiva are the most worshipped gods
d. Brahman
i. All powerful force that comprises of all the gods similar to the Christian Trinity
ii. Ultimate goal of all Hindu’s is to become one with Brahman
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